
Meet DOREEN CRONIN and BETSY LEWIN,
the bestselling team that brought you the Caldecott Honor book

CLICK, CLACK, MOO: COWS THAT TYPE!
Sign up now for their author visit, from 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. EST, 

on October 7, 2008, and get ready to welcome Doreen and Betsy 
into your classroom or library!

Register today at http://www.bsu.edu/myvisit/

Simon & Schuster Children’s Publishing and Ball State University  
Present the MYVisit Virtual Author Series

Simon & Schuster Children’s Publishing and Ball State University have announced an unprecedented partnership to
bring S&S authors and illustrators to more than 60,000 students nationwide through live, interactive Web broadcasts.
Too few students today have had the opportunity to engage with authors and artists firsthand. The MYVisit program
builds upon Ball State University’s Electronic Field Trip program to allow students and teachers to interact directly
with authors and illustrators through live video, discussion forums, and downloadable learning activities. 

The MMYYVViissiitt VViirrttuuaall AAuutthhoorr SSeerriieess is a fantastic opportunity for teachers and students to interact with some of today’s
best children’s book creators LIVE!

Today’s most popular and acclaimed authors and illustrators can’t possibly keep up with the number of invitations
they receive from schools and libraries for personal appearances. That’s why we’re so excited about the MYVisit 
program. Regardless of your location or budget, each visit brings the creator into your classroom or library via 
interactive video, discussion forums, and downloadable learning activities to create a unique learning experience
that truly expands the impact of today’s most popular children’s titles.

 

        



So what is the MYVisit Virtual Author Series?
MYVisit is a Web-based virtual author program. It is a unique experience that makes the rich content of S&S’s bestselling and award-winning
authors accessible to children and teachers. Each visit is a combination of several components:

It’s a Web site.
A Web site is created specifically for each visit and serves two purposes: to provide teachers with background information that can be used to
help students prepare for the author’s visit and to offer material that relates to the subject discussed in the author’s or artist’s book. 

It’s a series of classroom activities.
In preparation for the visit, the program also offers a series of classroom activities and curriculum materials. S & S and Ball State provide the author’s
books to a select group of teachers who then develop grade-appropriate activities for other teachers to use before the live broadcast.

It’s a live Web broadcast.
The live Web broadcast is the culmination of the MYVisit experience. After having spent time on the Web site and learning in the classroom, students
watch a forty-five-minute live broadcast of the author from the Ball State campus. The program will feature a presentation from the author, a
reading or excerpt from the author’s book, and a question-and-answer segment in which the author answers students’ questions from the field.
As a live broadcast, it has the potential to be more interactive than a static television program and more far-reaching than a typical Webinar.
Teachers can sign up for the visit with Doreen Cronin and Betsy Lewin by visiting the MYVisit Web site: http://www.bsu.edu/myvisit/ 

It’s a series of online Webisodes.
For each visit, so much is involved that it doesn’t always fit into a single Web site or a live broadcast. So for all those interesting tidbits of 
information that S&S and Ball State want to share, there are “Webisodes”— five- to ten-minute video clips are created and posted on the MYVisit
Web site to examine each visit’s content from a unique perspective.

What technology do I need to participate?
There are plenty of options for your viewing pleasure! With thousands of students registering for each MYVisit, we figured we’d better offer as
many different viewing options as possible for people to tune in. The shows are accessible via PBS/cable networks, satellite and the Apple
Learning Interchange in a Webcast format. Choose the method that suits your technology best.

PBS/Cable 

Not all areas will be able to view the MYVisit via public broadcasting station/educational access cable station. Please contact the station in 
your area to determine whether the MYVisit can be broadcast on its network. For technical assistance you may direct the PBS/cable stations
to contact Ball State University with any questions.

Satellite Broadcast

All MYVisits are broadcast via Ku-band satellite. Transponder coordinates vary by program. In order to participate in this manner, you must have
access to a steerable (not fixed) satellite dish capable of downloading satellite transmissions. When you register for a MYVisit, you will receive
confirmation information with the satellite coordinates.

Webcast via Apple Learning Interchange (Internet Connection)

Thanks to Apple Computer, Inc., and the Apple Learning Interchange you can view the MYVisits right from your computer screen (whether you
have a MAC or a PC). To take advantage of the streaming Webcast, you will need an Internet connection and current browser software. Even
though any connection to the Internet should work, a broadband connection is best to view the live Webcast. Check with your technology 
coordinator for help to see if this would be a viable method for you to view the show. Also check your computer’s compatibility. The Webcasts of
each program are streamed using Apple’s QuickTime software. Be sure your computer meets or exceeds the requirements for QuickTime software
as set forth by Apple Computer.

For assistance with additional technology questions, visit the Help section on the MYVisit site: http://www.bsu.edu/myvisit/webhelp.html

How can I order the author’s books in preparation for the visit?
Booksource has joined with Ball State to be the sponsoring book supplier. A convenient link from the MYVisit site will take participating
teachers to the Booksource site for assistance with book orders.

How much does it cost to participate?
Nothing at all! The MYVisit program is free to all schools and libraries.


