
How to Use A Mentor Text for Writing At Home

1. Choose an example of writing that is similar to your child’s writing

2. Read Aloud the Mentor Text

3. Re-read the mentor text, highlighting one thing that the author did

4. Coach your child to make a plan to try something new in their own writing

A mentor text could be:
● A published picture book or excerpt from a longer book
● An example of your own writing
● An example of another’s child’s writing
● An example provided by your child’s teacher

Even though the mentor text is going to be used as an example for your child’s writing, it will 
start out as a regular read-aloud. Read aloud the text just as you would any other book or 
story. 
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Now that the mentor text is familiar, you can return to it (or even just a small part of it) to 
show your child something the author did, that they could try in their own writing.

For example, try highlighting a place where the author…
● Used dialogue
● Used interesting or meaningful punctuation
● Described the setting in detail
● Used “sound effects” (authors call this onomatopoeia) 

Start with just ONE thing to notice.
Be sure to explain WHY the author might have used that strategy..

Now that your child has seen an example, ask them to find a place in their own writing where 
they could try out that strategy. Allow them to choose where to try it for themselves, but 
encourage them to try it right away.

5. Next time… Ask your child what they notice about the author’s work

Now that you and your child have shared a mentor text together, you don’t always need to be 
the one to name what the author did. You can ask your child, “What do you notice about this 
page? What did the author do here that you might try?

Even kindergarteners can notice an author’s use of labels in the pictures, or big bold words 
written in capitals. As children grow older and gain experience as writers, you can expect 
that they’ll notice less obvious things. 



Examples of Mentor Texts for All Ages

For Narrative Writing

Jabari Jumps by Gaia Cornwall

“Notice how this author zoomed in on just one small moment out of 
a day. You can do that with your story too.”

For Informational Writing

The Blobfish Book by Jessica Olien

“Notice how this author organized her writing by stating one 
important piece of information in each section, along with one 
entertaining side-comment? You can try that strategy in your 
writing.”

For Opinion & Argument Writing 

You Don’t Want a Unicorn (and You 
Don’t Want a Dragon) by Amy Dyckman

“Notice how this author states their 
opinion very clearly, and then gives us 
lots of reasons we should agree with 
them? That’s something you can do in 
your writing too.”
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